
CLIMATE CHANGE

A global environmental risk factor for drowning

FLYTE Konferansen

5-6 February 2025



Antonio Guterres, UN Secretary General

“Climate change is the defining issue of our time… every day we fail to act is a 
day that we step a little closer towards a fate that none of us wants – a fate that 
will resonate through generations in the damage done to humankind and life 
on earth”



Climate change effects

Extended heatwaves

More severe storms

Increased drought

Warming rising ocean

Biodiversity colapse

Not enough food

Poverty

More health risks

Displacement



Interaction with water
increases in hotter weather



Droughts can lead to riskier
behaviour around water



Drowning is a leading
cause of death in floods
and cyclones



Aquatic ecosystem
colapse results in risky
occupational practices



Rising poverty will
exacerbate inequalities in 
drowning risk



Displacement is
associated with transport-
related drowning







How will this impact drowning prevention, rescue and 
treatment activities?

Changing
drivers for water

interaction

Changing
frequency of

unsafe
interactions

Changing
environment at

local scale
Changing risks

for rescuers

Increased
burden on

rescue services

Increased
burden on

health services

Prevention Recognition, response and rescue Treatment



Climate change hazards
affecting lifesaving activities

• Higher summer temperatures may increase 
lifesaving demand (lifeguards and lifeboats)

• Increasingly frequent floods may have impact on 
operation of lifeboat stations

• Changing weather conditions may have health and 
safety impact on personnel, and durability of 
equipment

• Warming oceans may introduce new risks e.g. 
jellyfish, toxic algal blooms

• Working to reduce carbon footprint

• Millions affected by river and coastal flooding





Relaunch and redirect our
climate action

What is the ‘uncounted’ burden of 
occupational, transport, and disaster 
drowning?

How will climate change affect the ‘uncounted’ 
burden of drowning?

How can drowning prevention support climate 
change mitigation, adaptation and resilience?

Are existing interventions fit for purpose in a 
changing climate?

How can we best collaborate with other 
sectors to reduce disaster risk?

How do we reduce our own carbon footprint?
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